
to 5,000 over the next few 
years.  This is disturbing.  
This is not a time for Chris-
tians to be pulling back.  
But finances could force 
this.  Maybe we need to 
remember that missions is 
the real focus of Christmas 
and give accordingly. 

   We can keep our minds 
and hearts focused on the 
message of hope that comes 
from the Christmas story.  
The Christmas story is only 
about Jesus.  His story is a 
message of hope and light 
for a world that lives in 
darkness. 

   Letõs re-claim Christmas! 

Blessings! 

Charles 

   Plagiarism is tak-
ing words some-
one else wrote and 
passing them off as 
your own.  It is 
stealing ideas or thoughts to 
re-invent them as your own. 

   That seems to be what our 
culture has done to Christ-
mas. Christmas originated in 
the Christian faith. Its mean-
ing relates to Christianity.  
But our culture seems to have 
stolen the idea to re-make it 
into a commercial childõs 
fantasy. Does that bother 
you? 

   Maybe there are some 
things we can do to keep our 
families focused on the real 
meaning of Christmas. 

   We can focus less on the 
commercial side and more 
on the spiritual side of 
Christmas.  We can spend 
a little less money, in other 
words, and a little more 
time keeping the Christmas 
story before our children 
and grandchildren, both in 
our churches and especially 
in our homes.  

   We can give a little more 
money to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering.  The 
International Mission 
Board, because of financial 
projections is facing the 
possibility of cutting budg-
ets for our overseas work, 
reducing salaries for our 
personnel, and cutting our 
missions force from 5,600 

Pastoral Connection 
Sermons for December 

Series: Focus on Missions 

DECEMBER 6 

GUEST SPEAKER 

MISSIONARY JIM CRITTENDON 
 

 

DECEMBER 13 

     òFOCUS ON DESTINATIONó   

JOHN 17:24 

 

DECEMBER 20 

 ò FOCUS ON RIGHTEOUSNESSó 

JOHN 17:25-26 
      

 

DECEMBER 27 

GEORGE SKINNER 
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INSERT: DECEMBER CALENDAR  

INFORMATION 

SWEET SISTERS     2 
Week of Prayer ñ the 
theme for this yearõs Week of 
Prayer is òWhoõs Missing? 
Whose Mission?ó During this 
week, we will learn about the 
multitudes of people who are 
òmissingó around the world 
and how we can assist       
missionaries in helping them 
to hear the message of Jesus.     
We will be observing this 
Week of Prayer November 
27th through December 6th.                              

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS AND  

THE LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

Lottie Moon Christmas     
Offiering ñ Reaching the 
world with the gospel can be 
like working a jigsaw puzzle 
but with half the pieces miss-
ing.  False religions, political 
oppression and religious per-
secution are some of the bar-
riers to sharing Christ with 
unreached people groups 
(those who have never heard 
the gospel).   Still, those bar-
riers do not override the 

Great Commission that Scrip-
ture gives to all those who fol-
low Him.  It is this challenge 
that compels Southern Baptists 
to go into difficult places and 
preach the gospel.  

Our churchõs goal for this 
yearõs Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering is $6500 and will be 
received during the month of 
December.  

Inside this issue: 
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Drive Thru Bethlehem 

       On Friday, December 18th and Saturday, December 19th, Saluda 

River Baptist Church will be  hosting its 2nd annual òDrive-Through 

Bethlehemó.  Along the drive, you can witness the angels appearing to 

Mary and Joseph, experience the travel through Bethlehemõs Market, watch the 

shepherds tend their sheep, and see the magnificent manager scene.  You will even 

see live animals along the journey.   Construction is well on its way, costumes are 

being made and props are being collected.    But in order for this event to be success-

ful, we need you on both nights.  Set up/construction will begin Friday, December 

18th at 10:00 am.  We are collecting props now.  Props needed include:  baskets, 

pottery, silk flowers, vegetables, wood working materials and fire pits and torches.  

We would like to have 8 fire pits so everyone keeps warm.  Costumes will be given 

out in advance, so if you havenõt sign up, please do so.  The sign up sheet is located 

on the bulletin board in the hall.  If you are unable to help with setup, but are partici-

pating that night, we are asking everyone to be at the church by 5:00 pm on Decem-

ber 18th and 19th dressed in costume.  There is a place for everyone.  Our goal is to 

have 60 people participate.  Come share in the great fellowship and most impor-

tantly, reach out and share Godõs love with others.  I look forward to seeing every-

one on the 18th.  If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience.  

Merry Christmas!  Pennie Peagler        

Thursday, December 3rd  at 6:30pm 

Jane Westbrookõs Home                 

(All Ladies and their Friends, youth 

age and up!) 

Weõre celebrating Christõs birth with 

fun fellowship, food, and festive orna-

ment exchange. Bring your wrapped 

ornament (max value:$5) and BRING 

A FRIEND! 

Call Heather (227-0771),  

Jane (794-8201), or Merry  

(356-2759) if you have any questions. 

 

SILENT TESTIMONY?  Do you have a testimony you'd like to share, but not sure how?  Have you weathered a 

storm by the Grace of God?  Have you overcome adversity by trusting and having faith in Christ?  If you answered 
"yes" to any of these questions and would like to share your testimony with others without having to say a word, please 
see Samantha Johnson or Pennie Peagler.  The College and Career Class is working on a special program and would 
love for you to take part.  Let God use you to touch others. 

     
New Book!  

You Are Invited! 

To attend the 

Childrenõs Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 20th 6:30 pm   

Coffee and Deserts following 

Donõt miss the journey to the mangeréby camel! 
 

The College and Career Class is hosting its 2nd annual òDecorate A 

Treeó Project.  If you or someone you know would like a Christmas 

Tree during the holidays, but is unable to or not up to the task, please 

contact the College and Career Class.  Christmas is right around the 

corner, so donõt delay, contact Samantha Johnson, Matt Senn or Pennie 

Peagler to book your date.  

Pastor Westbrook has recently completed 

his first book for publication, Fresh Daily: 

A Full year of Dated Daily Devotions.  

Book signing will be December 5th in the 

fellowship hall, 9am-12noon. The book is 

$15 per copy and $12 per copy for 10 or 

more. 



Page 3 

Mark These Dates:  

BCM Meal - Dec 1st - 6:15 pm 

Zoo Lights - Dec. 9th - 5:30 pm (No youth 

or children activities at the church!)  

Children & Youth Christmas Party - Dec. 

11th 

Drive Thru Bethlehem - Dec. 18th and 

19th - 6 pm - 9 pm 

Camel Lot - Dec 20th  

 

 

Wow . . . Itõs Christmas! I remem-

ber how it used to seem like for-

ever between each Christmas, and 

now it seems like such a short time! 

You guys will understand that one day! Any-

way I pray that each of you has a Very Merry 

Christmas this year. Remember what Christ-

mas is really about. Itõs okay to have pre-

sents and things . . . just donõt leave Jesus 

out of it. He is what Christmas and every-

thing else in our lives should be about.  

 òDo not be afraid; for behold, I bring 

you good news of great joy which will be for 

all the people; for today in the city of David 

there has been born for you a Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord .ó  

     Luke 2:10-11 

 Share the Christmas story this year! It 

is the greatest gift you could give!   
    
     Pastor George 

Ɂ%ÖÙɯ(ɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÌɯ×ÓÈÕÚɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜȮɂɯËÌÊÓÈÙÌÚɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȮɯɁ/ÓÈÕÚɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÚ×ÌÙɯ

àÖÜɯÈÕËɯÕÖÛɯÛÖɯÏÈÙÔɯàÖÜȮɯ×ÓÈÕÚɯÛÖɯÎÐÝÌɯàÖÜɯÏÖ×ÌɯÈÕËɯÈɯÍÜÛÜÙÌȭɂɯɯɯɯɯ 

                                Jeremiah 29:11 

Youth and Kids  

Go Hard . . .    or Go Home

Youth Ministry  

Wednesdays at 6:30 pm  

    Wednesdays at 6:30 

Lunch Bunch Club  
 

 We will resume Lunch 
Bunch in January following Winter Break!  

 
* Sorry for some date changes. Iôll get there! 

There will be no Youth or  

�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���$�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���R�Q��
December 23rd or 30th. 

Have a wonderful break! 


