
could remember I wanted to be a 
free man.  When Philemon 
handed me that document, it was 
wonderful but almost anti-
climactic.  Even though I was 
still a slave prior to that, the 
truth is: I was already free.  I 
learned from Paul that real free-
dom is the kind you have in 
Christ.  Paul was in prison. He 
wasnõt free, but he was free.  
And he often called himself a 
slave of Christ.  When I finally 
figured it out it was liberating.ó 

   Tychicus:  òThe worship ser-
vice is about to begin.ó 

   Onesimus:  òIõve got my ser-
mon all ready.  Letõs go.ó 

 

Blessings! 

Charles 

 

 

EPHESUS    
BAPTIST 
CHURCH:               
A  POSSIBLE      
INTERVIEW 

  Tychicus: òOnesimus, do you 
recall the day you went back to 
Colossae?ó 

   Onesimus:  òHow could I forget?ó 

   Tychicus:  òYour throat was dry, 
and your hand was shaking as you 
handed Paulõs letter to Philemon.ó 

   Onesimus:  òIõll never forget the 
look on Philemonõs face when he 
opened the door.  His look of 
shock turned into a look of anger, 
and then hurt.  The silence was 
deafening!  So, I just handed him 
the letter.  I watched his face, but I 
couldnõt tell what was going on 
inside.ó 

   Tychicus:  òIõve known Philemon 
a long time.  He became a believer 
when you were his slave, but what 
he did next shocked even me.  

Unexpected.ó 

   Onesimus:  òSame here.  He 
hugged me and whispered in my 
ear ôMy brother.õ  All I remem-
ber then was all of this emotion 
just pouring out of me. He was 
crying too.  That was the second 
best day of my life.ó 

   Tychicus:  òWhat was the 
first?ó 

   Onesimus:  òEasy.  That was 
the day Paul introduced me to 
Jesus.  It was like the world was 
lifted off of my shoulders.ó 

   Tychicus:  òI know that feeling 
well.ó 

   Onesimus:  òThe third best day 
of my life was the day Philemon 
signed my Freedom Document 
and sealed it.  I finally had my 
freedom.  It felt a little strange, 
though.ó 

   Tychicus:  òHow so?ó 

   Onesimus:  òFor as long as I 

Pastoral Connection 
Sermons for November: 

NOVEMBER 1 

òGEORGE SKINNERó 

               

Series: òFocus on Missionsó 

NOVEMBER 8 

     òFOCUS ON GLORYó           

JOHN 17: 1-3 

NOVEMBER 15 

 ò FOCUS ON WORK,ó 

JOHN 17: 4-8   
      

NOVEMBER 22 

ò GIVING THANKS IN GODõS 

STRENGTHò 

PSALM 28:7 

              

NOVEMBER 29 

 òFOCUS ON HOLINESSó 

 JOHN 17:16-19 
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SWEET SISTERS     2 
      Has there ever been a 
time when our nations, as 
well as the world as a whole, 
needs prayer more than to-
day? On November 2, Chris-
tians around the world will 
join in prayer in observance of 
Baptist World Day of Prayer.   

        There are about 25,000 
inmates in prisons across      
S. C.  For more than 30 
years, SC churches have been 

BAPTIST WORLD DAY OF PRAYER AND PRISON PACKETS 

bringing hope to these behind 
bars.  Christmas Packets filled 
with personal items along 
with a scripture booklet and a 
Christmas card containing the 
Message of Hope, the story of 
Christõs love and forgiveness 
for all, is given to all the in-
mates.   

     Over the holidays, many 
of the inmates feel lonely and 
they are out of touch with 

their families. These packets 
give them comfort to know 
that there are people who care 
about them and have not for-
gotten them as Christmas time.   

     Plastic bags containing a list 
of items to be included on the 
bag will be given out at the 
conclusion of the worship ser-
vice on Nov. 22.  

                 Mrs. Doris Price 

Inside this issue: 
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Drive Thru Bethlehem 

On December 18th & 19th, Saluda River Baptist Church will be hosting 

the 2nd annual òDrive-Through Bethlehemó.  Along the drive, you can 

witness the angel appearing to Mary, experience the travel through 

Bethlehemõs Market, watch the shepherds tend their sheep, and see the magnificent 

manager scene.  You will even see live animals along the journey.   Construction is 

well on its way, costumes are being custom made, sheep are being cut out and 

painted and props are being collected.  But in order for this event to be successful, 

we need lots of help from you.  Props that are needed for the market scene include:  

baskets, pottery, silk flowers, vegetables, wood working materials, fire torches, oil 

for torches and lots of animals.  If you are interested in overseeing one of the scenes, 

please see Pennie Peagler.  In the meantime, the publicity committee is hard at work 

printing and disbursing flyers.  If you are interested in passing out invitation flyers in 

your neighborhood or the community, please contact Doreen Bair or Jo Shealy.  

There is a place for everyone.  Our goal is to have 60 people participate.  If you can 

participant, please sign your name and size (S, M, L, XL or XXL) on the list on the 

church hall bulletin board so a custom costume can be made.  A special thanks to 

June Shealy, Betty Keefe for the beautiful costumes already completed and to Don & 

Linda Ballington for all realistic sheep they have constructed and painted.  Thereõs 

lots of work to be done and fun to be had.  Come share in the great fellowship and 

most importantly, reach out and share Godõs love with others.  Donõt forget to mark 

your calendars for the 18th and 19thof December.  Merry Christmas!    Pennie Peagler        

Ready for a girlsõ night out? Donõt 

miss the laughter, ministry, and great 

food we share at our monthly Sweet 

Sisters gatherings. Saluda River Bap-

tist women and friends - youth age 

and up - mark this date!  

Thursday, December 3rd,  
6:30 ð 7:30 pm 

Jane Westbrookõs home. 
107 Oliver Street, W. Cola. 

For Church Van transport: 
Call Fay Prince or plan to ride with 

friends! 
Merry (356-2759), or Jane (794-

8201) if you have any questions. 

 

SILENT TESTIMONY?  Do you have a testimony you'd like to share, but not sure how?  Have you weathered a 

storm by the Grace of God?  Have you overcome adversity by trusting and having faith in Christ?  If you answered 
"yes" to any of these questions and would like to share your testimony with others without having to say a word, please 
see Samantha Johnson or Pennie Peagler.  The College and Career Class is working on a special program and would 
love for you to take part.  Let God use you to touch others. 

     The Adult 1 class had dinner 

with Pastor Charles and his 

wife.   We ate at Inakaya in the 

Tatami room.  Before entering 

the Tatami room you removed 

your shoes and the dining ex-

perience was one to remember 

as you sat on the floor to eat your 

food!  

    Pastor Westbrook has recently 

completed his first book for 

publication, Fresh Daily: A Full 

year of Dated Daily Devotions.  

The pastor will schedule and 

later announce a book signing in 

December.     

New Book!  


